
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 8 August 2012] 

 p4613b-4614a 
Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Colin Barnett; Speaker 

 [1] 

COMMISSIONER OF POLICE — REAPPOINTMENT 

377. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. In light of the fact that the Premier has already delayed making a decision on 
this matter for three weeks and it appears it is being delayed another five days until cabinet meets next week, is 
the Premier not just gauging public opinion before making a decision on this very important matter? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
We do things properly in this government. We have proper processes, because, as I said yesterday, we are a 
government of integrity.  
Mr M. McGowan: When are you going to make a decision? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Labor government was the government of five sacked ministers—that is, five sacked 
ministers through CCC reports. There is a vast difference. 
Mr M. McGowan: You’ve sacked four. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: How many due to CCC reports? None. There is a vast difference. There were five 
ministers sacked under the Labor government through reports of the CCC.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Albany, I formally call you to order for the first time today. Member 
for Midland, I formally call you to order for the first time today. This is not an opportunity for members in this 
place to begin shouting. 

Point of Order 
Mr M. McGOWAN: My question was very specific about when the Premier is going to make a decision and the 
reasons behind not making a decision. I would ask that he answer it. 
The SPEAKER: That is not a point of order, Leader of the Opposition. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, it certainly is not, Mr Speaker.  
The Leader of the Opposition seems to think that there is some delay; is that what he thinks? 
Mr M. McGowan: Yes, I do. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Is that what the Leader of the Opposition thinks? 

Mr M. McGowan: I do think there is a delay. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition thinks there is a delay. I will just put on the record the 
sequence of events because I can assure members that this has been handled very, very quickly in terms of 
government handling of reports.  
[Interruption.] 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: That was a good look; that was a really good look!  
The report of the CCC was sent by the CCC to my office on 16 July; that is about three weeks ago. I happened to 
be on leave—not that that is particularly relevant, but it was the one week’s leave I took—and I returned to work 
on Monday, 23 July. That was the first time I saw the report, so the report was simply kept in a secure place until 
I returned from leave; it was addressed to the Premier. I obviously looked at the report; however, I immediately 
sent it to the Public Sector Commissioner on 24 July for him to read and I wrote a specific letter to him and 
sought his advice. I received advice back from him on 31 July. As is quite proper, I took the report to cabinet and 
have now tabled it in Parliament. That all happened within the space of three weeks. Compare that with the 
handling, under the Labor government, of the reports by former Governor Sanderson into Indigenous affairs. The 
Labor government sat on reports for up to a year and failed to table them—for up to a year. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is relevant; it has to do with matters of public interest.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Labor Party has form of sitting on reports for a year.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We received this report three weeks ago and we have sought the proper professional 
advice on it. This tells us a lot about the Labor Party, because it tells us very clearly — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A feigned laugh from the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr M. McGowan: That is a ridiculous analysis. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is not ridiculous, Leader of the Opposition. When in government, the Leader of the 
Opposition sat through a cabinet as one minister after another was before the CCC. Did he come out publicly? 
Through the Gallop and Carpenter governments there was one investigation after another; that is the difference. 
A CCC report — 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: That is what you always say when you are under pressure. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am not under pressure at all.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A CCC report is a serious matter. The government did not initiate this report; the 
government only became aware of the report when there was a leaked media comment. The content of the report 
relates primarily to events that occurred under the Labor government—under the member for Balcatta as police 
minister. The report relates to events during the Labor Party’s time in government over four years ago. 
Therefore, we naturally took great care with this report. 

Mr M. McGowan: What is the relevance of that? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was over four years ago and the relevance was that the Labor Party was in government 
and the police minister was a Labor Party member.  

Mr M. McGowan: There is no relevance. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition says there is no relevance, but I happen to think there is. We 
had no inkling — 
Mr M. McGowan: Is the Premier saying that the police commissioner did something wrong? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition sought a supplementary question and I have granted him that 
supplementary question. I do not know that he needs assistance from anyone else in this place in getting a 
response to the supplementary question. While I am on my feet, I call the member for Nollamara to order for the 
first time today; she knows why. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I conclude. Most of the report is about the events that happened during the time of the 
previous government. The report, unsighted by government, came to me, as Premier, on 16 July. I happened to 
be on leave, so it was a few days before I saw it. We immediately did the proper and correct thing, and sought 
the advice of the Public Sector Commissioner. He took around a week to respond to it. He also sought advice in 
preparing that response.  

The report was considered by cabinet. Members may recall that there is a process for documentation going to 
cabinet. The report was considered by cabinet ministers and the decision supported my recommendation that we 
table it. We tabled it on the second day back in Parliament. We allowed the police commissioner the opportunity 
to read the report and to prepare any response he might wish to make. That was all done in an open and 
accountable way, and all done within three weeks. That is prompt, effective and open and it is government with 
integrity. 
 


	COMMISSIONER OF POLICE — REAPPOINTMENT
	377. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier:
	Point of Order
	Questions without Notice Resumed


